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									19-Mar-2024

													
													
								Collaborator Release							

											

							

			With combined funding of 3,000,000 euros the BBVA Foundation’s Fundamentos Program supports five innovative exploratory research projects on core questions in basic science

																JCVI work supported through The Physical Basis of Cell Division in Minimal and Synthetic cells (MINCELL) Fundamentos Program

																	

			
						
									12-Mar-2024

													
													
								Collaborator Release							

											

							

			Opentrons Announces New Robotics Education Initiative Demonstrating Commitment to Laboratory Automation for Students

																								

			
						
									11-Mar-2024

													
													
								Workshop Alert							

											

							

			12th Build-a-Cell Workshop hosted at J. Craig Venter Institute in La Jolla

																The workshop will take place March 29, 2024 with registration closing March 19

																	

			
						
									22-Feb-2024

													
													
								Collaborator Release							

											

							

			New LongCOVID research launched by PolyBio’s global consortium of scientists

																Funding will deepen research on the persistence of the SARS-CoV-2 virus in LongCOVID patients and launch new clinical trials 

																	

			
						
									30-Jan-2024

													
													
								Press Release							

											

							

			J. Craig Venter Institute contracted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to rapidly construct synthetic influenza genes

																Genes will be used to help develop seasonal and pandemic vaccines, improving response time and vaccine efficacy

																	

			
						
									10-Nov-2023

													
													
								Press Release							

											

							

			Coastal upwelling regions threatened by increased ocean acidification

												Increased acidification shown to limit iron availability, a critical element for the survival of phytoplankton, the foundation of the oceanic food web

																					

			
						
									12-Sep-2023

													
													
								Press Release							

											

							

			J. Craig Venter Institute scientists awarded five-year, $5.7M grant from NIH to develop phage treatment

																Phage research accelerates with the rise of antibiotic resistance to address increasingly prevalent and difficult to treat bacterial infections

																	

			
						
									07-Sep-2023

													
													
								Collaborator Release							

											

							

			Bringing cells to life … and to Minecraft: $30 million NSF grant to support whole-cell modeling at the Beckman Institute

																Beckman researchers and collaborators received $30 million from the U.S. National Science Foundation to establish the NSF Science and Technology Center for Quantitative Cell Biology. The center will develop whole-cell models to transform our understanding of how cells function and share that knowledge with diverse communities through the popular computer game Minecraft.

																	

			
						
									05-Sep-2023

													
						
							National Library of Medicine						

					

							

			NLM Selects Dr. Richard H. Scheuermann as Scientific Director for the National Library of Medicine

																								

			
						
									04-Sep-2023

													
													
								Collaborator Release							

											

							

			PolyBio Research Foundation Consortium & colleagues publishes Nature position paper on SARS-CoV-2 reservoir in Long COVID/PASC
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									Black History Month 2024								
							
																						February marks the annual observance of Black History Month, a time to recognize and honor the rich heritage, achievements, and ongoing struggles of Black people. Founded and championed by historian Carter G. Woodson to ensure Black voices and contributions were not erased from traditional...
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									Rally for Medical Research								
							

																						While my day job is an outreach coordinator and bioinformatic analyst at JCVI, supporting the Bacterial and Viral Bioinformatics Resource Center (BV-BRC), I also have a longstanding interest in science advocacy. As a graduate student at Keck Graduate Institute, I was selected to be part of an...
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									PRIDE in STEM								
							

																						Updated 2023-06-09

AT JCVI, we know first-hand that a career in science and technology can be a fulfilling and rewarding way for individuals to make a real impact on the world around us. The STEM fields are shaping our lives and are fueling social progress. The involvement of LGBTQ+...
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									Supporting earthquake relief efforts in Turkey and Syria								
							

																						We are devastated by the recent earthquakes which have caused enormous destruction in Turkey and Syria and encourage all who are able to support organizations involved in relief efforts.

Locally, the American Turkish Association of Southern California (ATASC) is raising funds and...
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									Leg 2: exploring the Mid-Cayman Spreading Center								
							

																						Editor’s note

JCVI Staff Scientist Erin Garza, Ph.D., was selected to embark on a unique research expedition aboard the HOV Alvin submersible, a crewed deep-ocean research vessel owned by the United States Navy and operated by the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, that has brought...
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									The dive: searching for deep ocean plastics in the Puerto Rico Trench								
							

																						Editor’s note

JCVI Staff Scientist Erin Garza, Ph.D., was selected to embark on a unique research expedition aboard the HOV Alvin submersible, a crewed deep-ocean research vessel owned by the United States Navy and operated by the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, that has brought...

																																				
									Environmental Sustainability Microbiome								

													

					

				

			

		

							
			
								
					
						
							
								

								

							

						
					

					
						
														
								
									Leg 1: headed to an unexplored area of the Puerto Rico Trench								
							

																						Editor’s note

JCVI Staff Scientist Erin Garza, Ph.D., was selected to embark on a unique research expedition aboard the HOV Alvin submersible, a crewed deep-ocean research vessel owned by the United States Navy and operated by the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, that has brought...

																																				
									Environmental Sustainability Microbiome								

													

					

				

			

		

							
			
								
					
						
							
								

								

							

						
					

					
						
														
								
									My journey begins: heading to the Puerto Rico Trench in search of deep-sea plastic								
							

																						Editor’s note
JCVI Staff Scientist Erin Garza, Ph.D., was selected to embark on a unique research expedition aboard the HOV Alvin submersible, a crewed deep-ocean research vessel owned by the United States Navy and operated by the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, that has brought...

																																				
									Environmental Sustainability Microbiome								

													

					

				

			

		

							
			
								
					
						
							
								

								

							

						
					

					
						
														
								
									Celebrating pioneers in science and medicine this Black History Month								
							

																						Happy Black History Month! At JCVI, we believe in the importance of celebrating scientific trailblazers, particularly those who made groundbreaking advancements all while overcoming overt racism. Here, we have highlighted the stories and achievements of some of the most accomplished Black...
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									Eleven female scientists whose research changed the world 								
							

																						Today is Women’s Equality Day and to celebrate, we are highlighting accomplishments made by women in science and technology. While these scientists were influential in advancing their fields and championing the fair treatment of women in science, currently women only make up 28% of the...
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									17-Jan-2024

																			
											
												Grow by Ginkgo											

										

																	

																						
									Getting Under the Skin								
							
															Amid an insulin crisis, one project aims to engineer microscopic insulin pumps out of a skin bacterium.

																																									

					

				

			

		

								
			
								
					
						
							
								

								

							

						
					

					
						
															
									24-Oct-2023

																			
											
												Noema											

										

																	

														
								
									Planet Microbe								
							

															There are more organisms in the sea, a vital producer of oxygen on Earth, than planets and stars in the universe.

																																									

					

				

			

		

							
			
								
					
						
							
								

								

							

						
					

					
						
															
									29-Aug-2023

																			
											
												Vanity Fair											

										

																	

														
								
									The Next Climate Change Calamity?: We’re Ruining the Microbiome, According to Human-Genome-Pioneer Craig Venter								
							

															In a new book (coauthored with Venter), a Vanity Fair contributor presents the oceanic evidence that human activity is altering the fabric of life on a microscopic scale.

																																									

					

				

			

		

							
			
								
					
						
							
								

								

							

						
					

					
						
															
									21-Aug-2023

																			
											
												GEN											

										

																	

														
								
									Lessons from the Minimal Cell								
							

															“Despite reducing the sequence space of possible trajectories, we conclude that streamlining does not constrain fitness evolution and diversification of populations over time. Genome minimization may even create opportunities for evolutionary exploitation of essential genes, which are commonly observed to evolve more slowly.”

																																									

					

				

			

		

							
			
								
					
						
							
								

								

							

						
					

					
						
															
									09-Aug-2023

																			
											
												Quanta Magazine											

										

																	

														
								
									Even Synthetic Life Forms With a Tiny Genome Can Evolve								
							

															By watching “minimal” cells regain the fitness they lost, researchers are testing whether a genome can be too simple to evolve.

																																									

					

				

			

		

							
			
								
					
						
							
								

								

							

						
					

					
						
															
									15-May-2023

																			
											
												Science											

										

																	

														
								
									Privacy concerns sparked by human DNA accidentally collected in studies of other species								
							

															Two research teams warn that human genomic “bycatch” can reveal private information

																																									

					

				

			

		

							
			
								
					
						
							
								

								

							

						
					

					
						
															
									10-May-2023

																			
											
												New York Times											

										

																	

														
								
									Scientists Unveil a More Diverse Human Genome								
							

															The “pangenome,” which collated genetic sequences from 47 people of diverse ethnic backgrounds, could greatly expand the reach of personalized medicine.

																																									

					

				

			

		

							
			
								
					
						
							
								

								

							

						
					

					
						
															
									10-May-2023

																			
											
												Nature											

										

																	

														
								
									First human ‘pangenome’ aims to catalogue genetic diversity								
							

															Researchers release draft results from an ongoing effort to capture the entirety of human genetic variation.

																																									

					

				

			

		

							
			
								
					
						
							
								

								

							

						
					

					
						
															
									15-Mar-2023

																			
											
												Scientific American											

										

																	

														
								
									Scientists Create the Smallest-Ever Moving Cell								
							

															Just two genes get tiny synthetic cells moving, offering clues to life’s evolution.
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The JCVI logo is presented in two formats: stacked and inline. Both are acceptable, with no preference towards either. Any use of the J. Craig Venter Institute logo or name must be cleared through the JCVI Marketing and Communications team. Please submit requests to info@jcvi.org.


To download, choose a version below, right-click, and select “save link as” or similar.
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Following are images of our facilities, research areas, and staff for use in news media, education, and noncommercial applications, given attribution noted with each image. If you require something that is not provided or would like to use the image in a commercial application please reach out to the JCVI Marketing and Communications team at info@jcvi.org.
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		With combined funding of 3,000,000 euros the BBVA Foundation’s Fundamentos Program supports five innovative exploratory research projects on core questions in basic science

	

			

			
				
	
		What's Happening

		Black History Month 2024

	

			

			
				
	
		Recently Published

		Why community consultation matters in genomic research benefit-sharing models.

	

			

		

	



        
    
    
    	
    		
    			
    				[image: ]
    			

    			
    				Newsletter
    				
    					
    				

    			

    		

    		
    			
    				Get to Know Our Programs

    					Human Health
	Environmental Sustainability
	Synthetic Biology
	Technology & Tools
	JCVI Policy Center


    			

    			
    				Offices

    				4120 Capricorn Lane

    				La Jolla, CA 92037

    				858-200-1800

    				

    				9605 Medical Center Drive

    				Suite 150

    				Rockville, MD 20850

    				301-795-7000

    			

    			
    				Get Involved

    					Donate
	Media Center
	Careers


    			

    			
    				Follow Us On

    				
    					
    					
    					
    					
                        
    					
    					
    				

    				
						© J. Craig Venter Institute

						Nonprofit 501(c)(3), Tax ID 52-1842938

							Privacy Statement
	Data Disclaimer
	Promoting Objectivity in Research
	Small Business Liaison Office


					

    			

    		

    	

    
    





